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Hiking Trails and Open Space in Ashland, Massachusetts

Discover Ashland’s 
true nature.

The Ashland Open Space and Recreation  
Committee works to preserve and maintain open areas 
in our community, providing opportunities for residents 
to enjoy the natural environment. The committee:
•	Established, mapped and continues to maintain the  

Ashland trail system.
•	Advocates for the acquisition and protection of open 

space such as Warren Woods.
•	Created Ashland’s state-approved Open Space and 

Recreation Plan, making Ashland eligible for state 
grants, including a $500,000 grant for the purchase 
of Warren Woods. www.AshlandOpenSpace.org
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Warren Woods
Formerly the farm and homestead of Henry and Edith  Warren, 
Warren Woods consists of 120 acres of pristine farmland and 
woodland. Ashland’s Henry Warren is credited with being the 
“Father of Electric Time” and was an entrepreneur, inventor, 
philanthropist, lover of nature, and a gentleman to all who knew 
and worked for him. 

Some of Warren’s land was donated to Northeastern University 
at the time of his death in 1957; the remainder was gifted to 
the university in 1967 by his wife Edith. These donations were 
made with provisions for preservation of the land but once the 
restrictions expired, Warren Woods was at risk of being sold for 
development. A passionate grass-roots movement by Ashland 
residents resulted in the Town’s June 5, 2012 purchase of the 
land from the university to preserve Warren Woods for public use 
and enjoyment.

The Ashland Land Stewardship Committee has dedicated 
countless hours of hard work to clear trails, reclaim the land 
from invasive plants and install signage, including several  
interpretive signs.

The Ashland Open Space and Recreation Committee invites you 
to discover the beauty and history of Warren Woods, which has 
been permanently preserved for all future generations.

Visit the Ashland Open Space and Recreation Committee website 
to learn of upcoming activities, including guided walks through 
Warren Woods and other natural treasures in Ashland.

Ashland Open Space and  
Recreation Committee
Ashland Town Hall 
101 Main Street 
Ashland, MA 01721 
www.Ashlandopenspace.org


