REPORT OF THE OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

The Open Space Committee was created in July 1989 by appointment of the Board of Selectman to foster conservation, recreation and open space planning in the Town of Ashland.  The Committee’s goals are to increase public awareness of open space and recreation opportunities, advocate for the protection and increase the inventory of open space, promote community involvement and maintain the Ashland trail system.

This past year the Open Space Committee:

· Launched the undertaking of creating the town’s Open Space & Recreation Plan.
· Sponsored a series of “themed” public walks throughout town: 

Our “Archaeological Walk along the Bay Circuit Trail” captivated 40 participants and despite rain, the “Fall Colors in the Ashland Town Forest” attracted 26 hikers.

· Produced our own web site: www.ashlandopenspace.org.
· Hosted a table at Ashland Day where we distributed maps, displayed photos and discussed open space issues.

· Designed and installed custom roofs above the Town Forest signs on Winter Street and Oregon Road to protect and enhance the signs.

· Continued a working relationship with the Boy Scouts to repaint and reblaze trail markers.

· Assisted Bay Circuit Alliance with State House lobbying efforts to close gaps in Bay Circuit Trail.

· Formed a Stream Team and surveyed a Waushakum Pond tributary;

· Completed the evaluation and rating of land parcels that are of conservation & recreational interest.

· Worked to maintain local funding of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) and to raise local awareness of the CPA.

· Maintained the trails in the Town Forest and Town Trail system keeping them open for walkers and cross-county skiers.

Plans for the coming year include:

· To conduct public forums on open space and recreation issues to develop the Goals & Objectives and Five Year Action Plan sections of the Open Space & Recreation Plan.

· To submit the Open Space & Recreation Plan to the state for approval.

· To hold a new series of “themed’ public walks. 

· To continue to work with Sudbury Valley Trustees, town management, boards & committees, residents and elected officials to develop strategies to protect the United Church of Christ Conference Center property as open space in perpetuity.

· To develop a comprehensive town-wide trail map for distribution.

· To work toward the protection of the “Dike Property”.

· To develop an informational pamphlet describing Conservation Restrictions for large landholders.

· To remain active members of the Bay Circuit Alliance.

· To continue to develop partnerships and share resources with other communities and land conservation organizations.

· To pursue creative approaches to advance open space possibilities.
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