REPORT OF THE OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

The Ashland Open Space Committee was created in July 1989 by appointment of the Board of Selectmen to foster conservation, recreation and open space planning in the Town of Ashland.  Our goals are to increase public awareness of open space and recreation opportunities, advocate for the protection of open space, promote community involvement and maintain the Ashland trail system. Our meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm at the Cedar Street Fire Station.  Volunteers are always welcome.

This past year the Open Space Committee:

· Conducted public forums and completed a town wide survey for the Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP).

· Researched and wrote a major portion of the OSRP, with expert assistance from numerous volunteers, town committees, elected officials and town employees. 

· Held a series of well-attended public walks, including a vernal pool certification, an archaeological/historical walk, and a family-oriented scavenger hunt.

· Hosted a table at Ashland Day where we distributed trail maps and magnets, hosted a challenge to identify scenic areas in town, and discussed open space issues.

· Launched our web site: www.ashlandopenspace.org.
· Maintained the Ashland trail system.

· Remained active members of the Bay Circuit Alliance.

The Ashland Open Space Committee is currently:

· Leading the completion of the Open Space and Recreation Plan for the town, which will enable Ashland to compete for Self-Help grants to fund open space purchases and will be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan. This is a broad-based effort that includes help from other committees and officials, as well as interested residents. 

· Working with other organizations to reblaze trails and repaint signs for the Bay Circuit, Riverwalk and Town Forest trails. This project will improve visibility and durability of the trail markers and signs.

· Networking with adjacent communities to develop a regional perspective on the creation of greenways.

· Working with the Ashland Stream Team on Earth Day 2004 and River Fest.

· Planning this year’s public walks series.

· Serving on the Community Preservation Act Committee and working to maintain local funding at its current level.
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